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RECOMMENDING COMMITTEE AGENDA
RECOMMENDING COMMITTEE MEETING OF: DECEMBER  6, 2005

CALL

CALL TO ORDER
MINUTES:
PRESENT:   COUNCILMEMBERS  TARKANIAN and ROSS

Also  Present:  DEPUTY  CITY  MANAGER  STEVE  HOUCHENS,  CHIEF  DEPUTY  CITY
ATTORNEY  VAL  STEED,  and  DEPUTY  CITY  CLERK  GABRIELA  PORTILLO-BRENNER

ANNOUNCEMENT RE:  COMPLIANCE WITH OPEN MEETING LAW
MINUTES:
ANNOUNCEMENT  MADE  -  meeting  noticed and posted at the following locations:
City  Clerk's  Bulletin  Board,  City  Hall  Plaza,  2nd  Floor  Skybridge
Court  Clerk's  Office  Bulletin  Board,  City  Hall  Plaza
Las  Vegas  Library,  833  Las  Vegas  Boulevard  North
Clark  County  Government  Center,  500  S.  Grand  Central  Parkway
Grant  Sawyer  Building,  555  E.  Washington  Avenue
(4:02)
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DIRECTOR:
DEPARTMENT:

CONSENT DISCUSSIONBRADFORD R. JERBIC
CITY ATTORNEY

X

Agenda Item No.  1

RECOMMENDING COMMITTEE MEETING OF: DECEMBER  6, 2005
AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE

SUBJECT:

Item 1

NEW  BILL:

Bill  No.  2005-63  -  Provides  for  the  establishment  of  valet  parking  zones  in  public  rights-of-way  within  the
boundaries  of  the  Downtown  Centennial  Plan,  and  establishes  regulations  with  respect  thereto.   Sponsored
by:   Mayor  Oscar  B.  Goodman

Fiscal Impact:
No Impact
Budget Funds Available
Augmentation Required

Amount:
Dept./Division:
Funding Source:

X

PURPOSE/BACKGROUND:
This  bill  will  provide  for  the  establishment  of  valet  parking  zones  in  public  rights-of-way  within  the
boundaries  of  the  Downtown  Centennial  Plan.   Within  that  area,  businesses  and  other  concerns  in
parking-impacted  locations  will  be  able  to  seek  a  permit  to  operate  a  valet  parking  zone  within  the  public
right-of  way,  subject  to  standards  set  forth  by  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  bill.
RECOMMENDATION:
This  bill  should  be  submitted  to  a  Recommending  Committee  for  review,  hearing  and  recommendation  to
the  City  Council  for  final  action.

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Recommending/2005/2005-12-06/Backup/001.pdfBACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
1.   Bill  No.  2005-63
2.   Business  Impact  Statement
3.   Submitted  at  meeting:  written  comments  of  Tom  McGowan

  

MOTION:
COUNCILMAN  ROSS  recommended  Bill  2005-63  be  forwarded  to  the  Full  Council  with  a  "Do
Pass"  recommendation.  COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  concurred.
MINUTES:
COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  declared  the  Public  Hearing  open.

TOM  McGOWAN,  Las  Vegas  resident,  read  and  submitted  his  written  comments  outlining  his
concerns.  A  copy  of  his  comments  is  made  a  part  of  the  minutes.

STEVEN  VAN  GORP,  Redevelopment  Manager,  Office  of  Business  Development,  gave  a  brief
overview.  Members  of  staff  from  the  Office  of  Business  Development  initially  requested  this  bill.  The
number  of  nightclubs  and  cafes  starting  to  enter  the  downtown  area  has  caused  a  need  for  valet  parking.
Valet  ordinances  in  several  cities  were  studied,  including  San  Diego,  which  served  as  a  model.  The
Gaslight  District  in  San  Diego  has  been  very  successful  in  allowing  valet  parking.  

Some  of  the  current  clubs  in  the  Entertainment  District  will  probably  take  advantage  of  this.  The  Beauty
Bar  owners  and  the  Owners  Association  of  the  Entertainment  District  expressed  their  support  and
requested  such  an  ordinance  be  introduced.  After  studying  it,  staff  decided  it  would  be  useful  to
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MINUTES - Continued:
implement  throughout  the  Downtown  Centennial  Plan  area  and  to  allow,  as  the  downtown  evolves,
business  owners  to  apply.

In  answer  to  MR.  McGOWAN'S  question  regarding  the  names  of  the  establishments  that  have  requested
valet  parking,  MR.  VAN  GORP  indicated  that  no  particular  clubs  have  made  a  request.  Once  the
ordinance  passes,  individual  property  owners  and  business  owners  can  come  forward  and  file  an
application  with  the  City  Traffic  Engineer.  An  application  fee  is  being  required,  as  well  as  a  fee  in  lieu
of  the  parking  meters  being  removed  from  the  street.  Staff  is  in  support  and  recommends  approval,  as  it
may  generate  revenues  for  the  City  and  help  facilitate  business  development  in  the  downtown  area.

COUNCILMAN  ROSS  confirmed  with  MR.  VAN  GORP  that  permits  will  be  authorized  by  the  City
Traffic  Engineer  on  a  case-by-case  basis,  that  the  applications  are  good  for  only  one  year,  and  that  the
Traffic  Engineer  can  revoke  the  permit  at  any  time,  in  the  interest  of  the  health  and  safety  of  the  pubic.

COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  asked  if  businesses  using  valet  will  impinge  on  adjacent  businesses.
MR.  VAN  GORP  replied  that  staff  anticipates  that  businesses  would  take  at  least  two  parking  spaces
and  pay  for  the  revenue  loss  from  those  meters.  COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  ascertained  with
MR.  VAN  GORP  that  the  City  will  at  least  turn  out  revenue  neutral.  MR.  VAN  GORP  added  that
groups,  such  as  the  Owners  Association,  could  seek  an  application  to  organize  the  entire  Entertainment
District  in  order  to  have  a  more  cohesive  strategy  for  valet  parking.  Staff  is  presently  trying  to
coordinate  valet  drop-off  spots  in  the  streetscape  design  for  East  Fremont.

COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  stated  that  property  owners  offering  valet  parking  would  be
required  to  use  only  their  property  and  not  impact  surrounding  properties.  MR.  VAN  GORP  answered
that  there  is  no  way  to  guarantee  that,  although  property  owners  would  be  expected  to  use  the  spaces  in
front  of  their  businesses.  A  Business  Impact  Statement  was  done  for  this  matter,  and  there  is  a
possibility  that  some  businesses  might  be  negatively  impacted.  For  this  reason,  the  Traffic  Engineer  will
review  each  application.  CHIEF  DEPUTY  CITY  ATTOTRNEY  STEED  indicated  that  the  current  bill
draft  grants  full  authority  to  the  Traffic  Engineer.

COUNCILMAN  ROSS  interjected  that  this  bill  encompasses  the  kind  of  thinking  necessary  to  revitalize
a  portion  of  the  downtown  area  and  the  Downtown  Centennial  Plan.  Although  it  is  different,  the  City
needs  to  be  open  to  it  to  see  if  it  will  succeed.  Nevertheless,  the  bill  includes  measures  for  revocation  of
permits,  should  some  businesses  be  negatively  impacted.  COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  agreed
that  this  is  a  great  opportunity,  as  long  as  the  rights  of  others  are  protected.  MR.  McGOWAN
commented  that  he  heard  a  lot  of  discussion  about  protecting  the  rights  of  property  owners,  but  nothing
about  protecting  pedestrians.

COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  declared  the  Public  Hearing  closed.
(4:03  -  4:12)
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CITIZENS  PARTICIPATION:   PUBLIC  COMMENT  DURING  THIS  PORTION  OF  THE
AGENDA  MUST  BE  LIMITED  TO  MATTERS  WITHIN  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE
COMMITTEE.   NO  SUBJECT  MAY  BE  ACTED  UPON  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  UNLESS  THAT
SUBJECT  IS  ON  THE  AGENDA  AND  IS  SCHEDULED  FOR  ACTION.   IF  YOU  WISH  TO  BE
HEARD,  COME  TO  THE  PODIUM  AND  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  FOR  THE  RECORD.   THE
AMOUNT  OF  DISCUSSION  ON  ANY  SINGLE  SUBJECT,  AS  WELL  AS  THE  AMOUNT  OF
TIME  ANY  SINGLE  SPEAKER  IS  ALLOWED,  MAY  BE  LIMITED

AGENDA SUMMARY PAGE
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PARTICIPATION

http://www.lasvegasnevada.gov/Files/eAgenda/Recommending/2005/2005-12-06/Backup/cp.pdfBACKUP DOCUMENTATION:
Submitted  at  meeting:  written  comments  of  Tom  McGowan  
MINUTES:
TOM  McGOWAN,  Las  Vegas  resident,  read  and  submitted  his  written  comments,  a  copy  of  which  is
made  a  part  of  the  minutes,  alleging  that  the  Committee  and  the  Council  are  in  violation  of  the  Nevada
Open  Meeting  Law.  COUNCILWOMAN  TARKANIAN  stated  that  she  has  served  on  other  bodies
where  she  disagreed  with  allowing  citizens  participation  at  the  end  of  the  meeting.  However,  according
to  the  State,  it  is  legal.  
(4:12  -  4:15)
1-314

THE  MEETING  ADJOURNED  AT  4:15  P.M.

Respectfully  submitted:

____________________________________________
Gabriela  Portillo-Brenner,  Deputy  City  Clerk
December  9,  2005
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